2006 CAL Conference 

Intellectual Freedom Committee

The 2006 CAL conference was a busy and successful time for the Intellectual Freedom Committee.  On Friday, November 10th, Martin, Merrie and Karen, with the help of Mike Eitner of Denver Public Library, talked about elements of successful staff training in their workshop, Intellectual Freedom Issues – Keeping Staff Up To Date.  Keep on eye on the IFC’s webpage as we add tools that you can use in creating a training program at your library.

On Saturday morning the IFC presented their Julie J. Boucher Memorial Award to Fofi Mendez, a Denver Public Library Commissioner, for her work and support of staff during the time of DPL’s very public fotonovelas challenge.  Tresa Waggoner, former Bennett music teacher and Kyle MacMillan, Denver Post Fine Arts Critic were added to he Community Honor Roll for their part in the Bennett Opera Follies.  As you may recall, Tresa was fired for showing her students a short clip of a puppet version of the opera  Faust.  Kyle’s Denver Post articles helped keep the story alive.

More than four hundred of you helped us to recognize ten years of the Julie Boucher Memorial lecture series by attending the Saturday morning keynote.  Our excellent speaker was Brent Hartinger, author of the often challenged YA novel, The Geography Club.  Brent is the author of other YA titles and is a founder of the blog, AS IF!, which stands for Authors Support Intellectual Freedom:   http://asifnews.blogspot.com .  A number of you shared your thoughts on Brent’s novel on the new IFC blog, IF Reading Matters:  http://www.ifreadingmatters.blogspot.com .

Finally, about 200 of you stopped by our Intellectual Freedom Commemorative Cocktail Hour to mingle and listen to Julie Boucher’s brother, the always provocative Jello Biafra.  Jello had a lot to say about his sister, and about intellectual freedom generally.  To hear more of his thoughts, or purchase some of his spoken word CDs, you can go to the website for Jello’s record label at:  http://www.alternativetentacles.com .

Thanks to all of you from the Intellectual Freedom Committee.

