CASL-CoPLA Partnership Meeting
September 29, 2006

Colorado Springs District 11 Admin Building

In attendance:  Gwen Giddens, CASL President; Shelley Walchak, CLiC; Glenda Hawkinson, ; Vicki Fox, PPLD; Debbie Martin, D11;  Lorena Mitchell, Elbert County Library District; Linda Shaw, Arapahoe Library District; Barb Hudson; Nancy White, D20; Michaela Hansen, CSL; Sandi Erickson, Jefferson County Libraries; Janine Reid, Weld Library District

CASL/CoPLA convened this brainstorm session to jointly plan a program or project that will benefit both organizations.

School library perspectives:  Gwen gave an overview of CSAP and its importance to schools, as every action is driven by standards, which were distributed, and the goal of increasing CSAP scores to 100% proficiency of all students by 2014.

Shelley had presented to northern Colorado superintendents regarding LRS’ research where only 1 of 7 expressed interest in having a certified librarian due to a shortage of funding.  Another issue is the cost of obtaining an advanced degree.  Lorena spoke about the efforts, year after year, to build El Paso County schools’ support for hiring, training, and support for certified librarians.  

Public library perspectives:  Public Libraries are faced with addressing any need requested by the public, and defining what those needs are.  Tax issues drive some of their services.  Janine spoke about how public libraries are sometimes faced with ‘bailing out’ school administrators when they do not fund libraries or provide supplies such as books for classrooms.  Bookmobiles are sometimes the source for additional materials, and this can be a good collaboration and also can be perceived as a conflict.
Certification issues:  Shelley posited that the education bar might be too high—both for school libraries and rural areas.  Could there be a trained librarian that didn’t require an advanced degree?  This is particularly of interest in rural areas, where collaboration is so much more difficult.  Gwen reminded the group that school media specialists are paid by teacher scale, increasing with advanced degrees; this is less true in rural areas.  She also mentioned that this is an issue that CASL would be willing to take up through an existing task force looking at requiring certified librarians in schools.  
Regarding continuing ed and certification, media specialists used to serve on the state DOE school accreditation teams and were able to emphasize;  BOCES also used to be required to ‘have access’ to at least one media specialist.  Perhaps CDE or the universities could look at issues around certification and accreditation including offering certificates or bachelor’s degrees or accreditation.

Commonalities and Issues for Cooperation:  A common need that might be an opportunity for collaboration is that we are all busy!  Collaboration is going to be dependent upon individuals’ time and interest in working with others.  Our common goals:  encourage reading and ability for kids to find resources.
Kids are the link between school and public libraries.  Enrollment for Summer Reading Program is another connect where public libraries already interact with media specialists.  Librarians could help students and parents access public library databases and understand that these are acceptable resources, through such means as promoting databases at schools.  (It might be that teachers make a distinction re: database vs. print and primary sources.)

Some schools encourage students to obtain public library cards; some schools participate in Colorado Library Card, but it is probably not used often in school libraries. 
For assignments, public library (and school library!) need to know assignments to prepare for requests, possibly limit resources, etc.   

Glenda posed a question:  “How do we get school librarians to open up and attend workshops that are presented by public librarians at the CAL conference?”  
Action Planning:
The group agreed to leave the meeting with a goal of pursuing one project in 2007.  Ideas brainstormed included:

· Library Card (the group voted to pursue this):  promote that all students have public library card and that schools enroll in CLC

· Databases:  usage and understanding -  joint state organized training statewide

· Field Trip:  students to public library (cost of busses and time may be detractors; end of school year ideal time)
· Book Fair:  joint event to sell books to children and adults, decide how to share proceeds
· Vendor Fair:  joint event to purchase materials for library including databases; possibly partner with DPS
· Constitution Day (required for schools)
· Certification:  examine possibilities for reducing certification requirements or increasing low-cost training and accreditation to assist in rural areas and in high cost of advanced degree
· Support CSAP/Standards:  support schools in their pursuit of standards by being aware of standards and relevant assignments and skills – Hotchkiss studied scores and collection development / acquisition for 3 years
· Teacher connects:  ask teachers to provide, in advance, book lists and assignments to public and school libraries so materials could be on hold or ordered
· Literature:  enjoy reading more by sharing book lists, book discussions
The group brainstormed how projects could be enacted, and it was determined that there were two main processes involved:  Workshops and Communications
Workshops:  combining Spring workshop with CLiC, hosting a session at CAL conference or preconference, creating curriculum, holding an additional workshop
Communications:  This list included items that everyone could commit to doing, and the group agreed to be leaders in promoting cross-library communications through:
web links
personal contact

report on this meeting to listservs

CASL blog chat room

Schools enroll in CLC

Promote joint services to parents and home schools

Post these ideas to cal-webs.org

We are all librarians

‘Colorado Association of All Libraries’ – CAAL buttons

Common Theme:  Get people reading and helping kids find resources

Action Items:
· Propose to CAL Marketing Committee to take on promoting Colorado Library Card to students (Shelley)
· Propose to CAL to post Collaboration web page (Barb)
· Request approval of CAL Interest Group/Jody Howard and Shelley  (Gwen)

· Email notes from today to group (Heidi)
ATTACHED:

D20 & CASL ideas 2005

Contact list

Background materials from CASL and D20 - 2005
School/Public Library Week - possibilities

This idea grew out of a presentation by C'YAAL at a previous board meeting.

We want to pursue this partnership with CoPLA, the public library

association of CAL.   A list of possibilities for local library partnerships

was brainstormed.  

.
Youth/kids' librarians to district retreat

.
Happy hour/social gathering

.
Share staff development

.
CDE school/public partnership model-Nance is looking for pilot

locations

.
Booktalks at school by public librarians

.
Database instruction at school by public librarians

.
Field trip to public library

.
Books on hold at public library for research projects

.
"One Book" community reading partnership, with possibilities for

grant funding

.
Collaborate on Constitution Day activities

.
Offer public library cards at Back to School Night

.
Promote Colorado Library Card at school

.
Summer reading promo & enrollment during school

.
Lunch with a Librarian during Library Week

.
Trade newsletters and share info within

.
Cross-promote book-fairs and sales

Partnerships with PPLD

Bonnie Phinney and Vickie Fox joined us to brainstorm ways that we can support each other – school and public libraries.  

Our Common Mission:

Getting kids to read

Read and Understand
Reading for enjoyment

Summer Reading

Helping kids find information

Help kids format questions

Match appropriate resources

Helping kids evaluate information

Community public relations

Create lifelong learners

	School Librarians Helping Public Librarians
	Public Librarians Helping School Librarians

	Public relations

Newsletters

Field Trips

Colorado History


	Field Trip to public library (Colorado History Resources there!)

	Advanced Notice!
	Book Talks

	Assignment Alerts
	Book Repair Expertise

	Library card sign-up

Parent nights

School Supply Lists
	Augment collection for projects

	Communication
	Communication

	Kids on teen council
	Reference Database Training

	Recruit Teen volunteers

Summer Reading

Reading buddies
	

	
	


What do Kids Need?

Skills

Individual/Small Group

Need to be able to do themselves

Acceptance

Some hand-holding

Enthusiasm

Incentives (chocolate!)

Resepect – “No dumb questions!”

Validation

Library safe & friendly

Space

Bonnie Phinney and Vickie Fox demonstrated items on the PPLD website that we might not know about. (Power searching, place for students to post book reviews, etc.)

Contact List

CASL/CoPLA

Colorado Association of School Libraries (CASL)

Gwen Giddens

Director, Learning Resource Services, District 11   

(wk)  (719) 520-2254 (cell) (719) 499-3177 (fax) (719) 520-2385 

giddegb@dll.org
Nancy White

Media Services Specialist

Information Technology, Educational Services 
Academy School District 20 
1110 Chapel Hills Dr.

Colorado Springs, CO 80920

719-234-1362

nwhite@d20.co.edu
Glenda Hawkinson

Lewis-Palmer Middle School
GHawkinson@lewispalmer.org
Michaela Hansen (for Nance Nassar)

State Library

Director of Library Development

hansen_m@cde.state.co.us
Colorado Public Library Association (CoPLA)

Sandi Erickson     

Head, Children’s Services

Jefferson County Public Library       

(303) 275-9507 Fax: 303 275-2234 

sandrae@jefferson.lib.co.us
Vicki Fox 

Children's Services Manager 

Pikes Peak Library District 

531-6333 x 1401 

vfox@ppld.org
Barbara Hudson

Security Public Library

(wk) (719) 391-3190 (fax) (719) 392-7641

hudsonb@wsd3.k12.co.us
Lorena Mitchell

Elbert County Library District

 (wk) (303) 646-3792 (fax) (303) 646-0315

director@elbertcountylibrary.org  

Janine Reid, Executive Director

Weld Library District

(wk) (970) 506-8563  ((fax) (970) 506-8551 

jreid@weld.lib.co.us
Linda Shaw

Central Library Coordinator
Aurora Public Library

303/739-6625
Email: lshaw@ci.aurora.co.us
Other

Heidi Baker

Colorado Association of Libraries

303/463-6400 office & 303/292-5434 (Heidi direct)

heidibaker@cal-webs.org
Bonnie McCune

CAL Marketing Committee Chair 

Colorado State Library

(303) 866-6891

McCune_B@cde.state.co.us 
Shelley Walchak

CLiC

swalchak@clicweb.org
