
COLORADO ASSOCIATION OF LIBRARIES (CAL)

2008 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

(State Fiscal Year 2008-09) 
THREE KEY ISSUES TO SUPPORT:

1. Support full appropriation of $2 million for the State Grants to Libraries Act [CRS 24-90-400] to develop the core of the State Librarian’s “Colorado Knowledge Initiative” proposal.
This program enables eligible public, school and academic libraries to obtain educational resources they would otherwise be unable to afford.  Libraries will make these critically needed items available to Coloradans to build a better educated and informed population.

2. Support an appropriation of $162,000 to the general fund for interlibrary loan services formerly known as “Payment for Lending” in State Board of Education Rules 1 CCR 301-23. 

Better funding will help improve efficiency of technology-based library programs, and help fulfill the legislative declaration to “ensure equal access to information without regard to age, physical or mental health, place of residence, or economic status [CRS 24-90-102].

3. 
Evaluate restoration of other funds, develop new priorities and implement initiatives to inform budget and program policy makers for FY 2009 and beyond. 

ONGOING ISSUES TO SUPPORT:
· Promote, pursue, and support legislation providing technological access to information through libraries.
· Encourage and support inclusion of libraries in legislation that seeks to provide educational resources or strategies for improved student learning, closing the achievement gap, or similar goals.

· Monitor legislation concerning employment issues, funding sources for libraries, or other
legislative issues that would have an impact on libraries and their related 501(c) (3) and     

501(c) (6) support organizations.

· Ensure that the public has equitable access to information from and about the government 
through libraries. 

· Support legislation and ballot initiatives that safeguard intellectual freedom and the privacy 
of patron records; oppose proposals that erode those rights.

· Develop legislative partnerships, such as the model of participation in the Colorado Municipal League.

· Support library-related legislation that is deemed by the CAL Legislative Committee and  

CAL Board to be beneficial to libraries, and oppose any determined to be unfavorable to 
library services or funding.
