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Pre sid en t’s
Message
By Beth Wrenn-Estes

I
am  so exc it ed ab out  bei ng  CAL
Pres iden t!  It is my h ope to
meet  as man y of  you as

possib le  over  the n ext y ear.  I have
been  a m em ber o f CA L sin ce th e m erge r a few  yea rs
ago  and  one of  the t hings  I think is tru ly nee ded  is to
get  all  members  to  thi nk abo ut CAL  as a gl obal
organization  and  not j ust fo cus i n o n t he ir  own
division  within CAL all the t im e. I  se e s o many
m em bers  just caring abo ut their division becau se
their  ti me is l imite d bu t I am askin g for each
mem ber  to t ake a ti ny b it more time and  focus on
other  issues  fa cing di ff er ent  types o f mem bers w ithin
the  or gani zat ion .

CAL’s  succ ess o r failu re  comes  fr om bei ng
conce rned  abou t all issues  surroun ding  libraries in
Colorado.  Each  of our div isions is eq ually  imp ortant,
but  l og ical ly  yo u wi l l  al ready  ca re  ab out  yo ur  own .
What  I am h opi ng  to do  is get  peo ple to  start
dis cussing  issue s that  ef fect  ot her  div ision s and
bra inst orm  wit h ind ivi dual s i n the  other  division  as to
potential solution s.

For  exa mple I  car e de epl y abo ut s choo l an d
pub lic  libraries b ut I try hard  to  k eep up on t he
issues  facin g  aca demic s.  I feel  st ro ngly  abou t
he ari ng  from paraprofess ionals and I also f ol lo w
tr end s a nd  issu es th at sp ecia l libra rian s are
cha llen ged  by. 

Tog eth er,  col labor ati ng and car ing  about  each
oth er,  we coul d do  an in credib le job for librarie s of all
types in Colorado.

My  othe r f ocus is t o inc rea se members hip.
CAL needs to have more m embers from  our  dif fe re nt
libra ry  comm unities  statewide.  How do  we make our
association  meani ngf ul f or  l i bra ri ans i n al l l oca ti ons
statewide?  We  need  to kno w w hy m em bers join  and
wh y pe opl e in li bra ries in  the s tate d on’t jo in. 

I  walk ed ar ound t he  conference  in Novemb er
and  met so ma ny new m embers. They were excited
to  be a part  of t he organiz at i on a nd  look ed fo rwa rd

t o getting  involv ed. I wa nt to m ake su re that t he y
find  a rew ard ing  activ ity to p artici pa te in . 

Now  wh at ab out th ose fo lks  th at  are n’t
mem bers?  How are we going to reach them?  Wha t
services  can w e provid e to m ake join ing th e
association  more attracti ve to them?  Lots of  research
and discussion needs to go into this issue.

I  want to make  CAL m ore visi ble in the stat e.
CAL is  vi sibl e wi th in  ou r own  members hip,  but  I want
the  as sociation to become m ore visi ble to a lar ger
comm unity,  includi ng polit ical  leade rship  and  me dia
so  tha t o ur  pr og rams  reach out to a l arger audience.

We  have lobbyi sts a nd a great  Le gislat ive
Com mittee,  bu t I am  talki ng  abo ut a  big ger p ictu re
for  CAL in the public eye. Why wou ld peop le c are
about  CAL? We ll  we  do a l ot o f t hings  that p eople  in
general  don ’t know  abou t.  We need to be more vo cal
on are m any pa rtnerships, program s, and projects.

I  also want t o fi nish the St rate gic Pl an  so that
in  2008,  when Marti n Garner comes on as
pre sid ent,  the document is  done. Our executi ve
boa rd  needs to work on  dif fe re nt s our ces fo r f undi ng
over  the  ne xt th ree y ea rs an d I h ope that  we can
find  more corporate sponsors hip to hel p f un d our
o ffice  and pr ogr ams.  Righ t no w we co unt  on th e
conference  profit s and m emberships to prov id e f unds
for our financial security; we need  to broaden th is.

One  last thing: MARK YOUR CALEN DARS
for  Ap ril 4 th  for Coll eague Connecti on  at  DU.  CAL
is  the org aniz ing en tity this  year for  the eve nt. It is
a great  way to networ k,  break  bre ad t oget her , a nd
hear  a gre at sp eak er. Karen Coom bs the  Libra ry
Chick  will  be  joinin g us from  Hou ston, Te xas, to  talk
about  Library 2.0. We’ll have cock tails  and  a sm all
vendor  fair . Hope to see you  the n.  In fo rmat ion  abou t
regis tratio n w ill ap pea r after th e Ne w Y ear.

I  hop e that y ou w ill feel com fortable
cont act ing  me to discuss any issues that you  ha ve
about  CAL.  I  am open to mem ber’ s opini ons and li ke
to  dis cuss what  is  goo d and n ot so g ood about  the
or gani zat ion .  CAL is  a ver y li ve and ever ev olv ing
associa t i on.  You ca n reach  me  by ph one, b ut em ail
is  best . We  cou ld th en s et up  a diffe re nt w ay to
com m unic ate  i f  ne cessary. M y em ail i s
bw est es@ma c.com .

Have  a w ond erful h olid ay se aso n an d h ere ’s
to a successf ul 2007 for libr aries st atewide! •



2

CASL
Connect ions

CA SL  Ne w s for S ch ools
By  Mary Kat he ri ne John son,
CASL Pre si dent

T
he  Col ora do A ssociatio n
of  Sch ool Librarie s
( C A S L )  B o a r d  o f

Dire ctors  thanks  outgoing  mem bers Kim  Me yer and
Susan  Gilbert fo r t hei r ha rd wo rk  and  dedic ation  to
the  CAS L organ ization . We w ish the m  well in  their
ad ven ture s in th e com ing  yea r.

New member s t o t he CASL  Board are Becky
Ru sse ll ,  Laura  Sum m ers , Ba r b Kidder , a nd
President-Elect  Su Eckhar dt . Retu rn ing  m em bers
incl ude  Secre tary Nan cy W hite , Presiden t Ma ry
Kathe r i ne  J ohnson , Past -presid ent Gwe n
Gidd ens ,  Sherry Cr ow , D ian na  Fric ke , Jody
Ho wa rd ,  Jennifer  Hubbar d , Nance Nassar , a nd
Beth  Fil ar Will iams . We look for ward to an  exc it ing
an d in vig orati ng  yea r.

It  was terrif ic to se e so many teacher
l ib r ari ans  at the a nnu al CA SL m em bersh ip m eetin g
recently  at the  CAL c onf er enc e. Th e Bo ard
appreciates  your  comment s and  the  f eedback
provided  when  we a sked w hat C AS L can  do to
suppor t  you i n your  jobs . We wil l do e ver ythi ng w e
can to help y ou m eet your need s.

Many  form er CEMA members  re member t he
yea rs  when the CEM A conference w as he ld a t t he
Broa dm oor.  We ll,  plan now  to ret urn to the area f or
the  CAS L spring  work shop . It will be he ld in  th e
Penros e Hous e ne ar the  Bro admoor  Hot el  and
Resor t.  Mark y our c alenda rs now fo r Fe b.  24, 2 007.
More  inf or matio n wil l be  avai lab le  soo n.

The  theme f or t he 2007  Colorado Associati on
of  Librarie s confer ence i s “Get RadiCAL. ”
Dictionary.c om  has seve ral  mean ing s for the  wo rd
“radica l”  and the f ollo wing two meani ngs co uld be
our g uid ing  prin ciple s for thi s yea r:
•a  person  who holds or follows st rong convictions or
extrem e princip les; extrem ist.
•a  per son w ho  advo cates fun dam enta l political,
econ om ic ,  and  social r eforms by direct  and often
uncom prom ising m ethods.

My  chal lenge  to t eache r l ibr ari ans i n Colo rado
for  this yea r is  to “get r adical” and make a  difference
in o ur s choo l l ibr ari es and i n the  l i bra ry  pro fession.
•

CAL Elect ion Resu lts

Your New  Representati ves

T
he  Colora do A ssociatio n of Libra ries ballo t this
year  included  a  bylaws  rev ision, the 200 7-2009
stra teg ic p lan , an d 2 00 7 le gis lat ive  ag en da . In

addi ti on,  we ha d man y superior c andidates for
pos it ion s wi thi n the  or gani zat ion .

The  Revis ions C om m itte e wo rked  very h ard
on  the  proposed changes  in th e by law s, wh ich w ere
nee ded  to st reamline t he organiz ation now that  w e
have  been op erating for five years.  The Membership

voted to accept the revisions to the bylaws.

The  Strategic Pl anning Task Force a lso
wor ked  thr ougho ut t he ye ar on t he 200 7-200 9 CAL
Strateg ic  Plan . The Membership voted to accept the

CAL 2007-2009 Strategic Plan.

The  2007 Legislative Age nda, developed
thr ough  the L eg islative Com mittee, wa s also
accepted by the Membership. Th ank s, too, to this
group and our l obbyist s fo r thei r work o n this t ask.

Your New Offi cers a nd Represent ati ves Are:
• M art in  Garnar ,  CAL Pre sident -Elect /Vi ce President
• Donna Mill er , Ex ecut ive Board  Member-At -Lar ge
• Sh aro n M or ris , Sec retary  to the  Exec utiv e Bo ard
• Shelley Walchak , ALA Councilor

See  details a bou t t hese  re pre sen tat ive s and
the resu lts of the A ssociatio n/D ivision  election s at:
http:/ /ww w.ca l-we bs.org/e lection0 6.htm l

See th e entire Ex ecutiv e Boa rd roster at:
http:/ /ww w.ca l-we bs.org/e boa rd_d irectory.htm l
•

CASL Is Bl oggi ng
If  y ou haven’t yet vi sited CASL’s Blog (shor t for
Web  log), you  are missing  out. Since  its i nception
in  Sep tem ber, the C AS L Blog  is THE p lace to  go  for
onl ine  inte ractio n, information, and collaborati on
about  is sue s f acing  Colorado sch ool librarians.  The
blog  n ot onl y pro vid es tim ely n ew s, bu t m ore
im portan tly  it  allow s CA SL m em bers  and  others to
particip ate  by po st ing c omments . Vi si t t he CASL
W eb pa ge, w hich  links to th e blog , at:
http:/ /ww w.ca l-we bs.org/c asl_in dex.h tm l

CAS L Bo ok R eview  High lights
Look  online to see r eviews of two new  books: And

Tango Makes Three by  Jus ti n Ric har dso n is  the
ch ild ren ’s  book re viewed by Be ck y R us se ll at
Eldora do  K-8,  Boul der  Val ley Sc hool  Dis tr ict,  and
Poison by D avid  Clem ent-D avies is th e you ng a dult
book  revi ewed by Dian na Fr ic ke  at Challenger
Mid dle  School, Acad em y Schoo l District 20. These
and  othe r book revi ews can be f ound at
http:/ /ww w.ca l-we bs.org/c asl_in dex.h tm l 
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Parali brari an Divi sion News

T
he  Paralibrarian Divison  held its b us iness
meeti ng  durin g  the C AL c onfe renc e. Eva
Anderson  was inducted  as  new  cha ir, Dian e

Ellsworth  mo ved to  past-ch air positio n , and Ruby
Nugent  from th e Au rora Pu blic Libra ry join ed the
boa rd as ch air-elect.

Denise  Muñiz and Laure e n Kozey we re
acknowled ged  as winners  of t he CAL Paral ibrar ian
Division  Conference S cholarships.  Many door  prizes
we re  awar ded d uri ng th e meet ing,  inc ludi ng  two CAL
me mb erships.

The  board met  in  Dece mber a nd f inal ized the
agenda  fo r t he Pa ral ibr ari an D ivis ion  Spr ing
Worksho p.  Watc h f or  more  inf or matio n in futu re
newsletters,  e-mails, and on the CAL W eb site.

 Con tact  information for  Paralibrar ian Division
Board is:
• Eva Anderson , Chair: evagaa@juno.com
• D i a n e  E l l s w o r t h ,  P a s t  C h a i r :
Diane. Ellswort h@ColoStat e.e du, 970/ 491-7791
• R u b y  N u g e n t ,  C h a i r - E l e c t :
rnugen t@ci.aurora.co.us 
• J e n n i f e r  K u t z i k ,  S e c r e t a r y :
jkut zik@li brar y.c olos tat e.e du, 970/ 491-2503
• L y n d a  H o f f m a n n ,  R e p o r t e r :
lyndah@psds chool s.org,  970/488- 7047
• Amy  Sebby , Re por te r:  ase bby@psd schoo ls. org,
970/488- 7049

•

MP LA L iaison Up date
By  Annie E ppers on, C A L/MPL A
Li ai son

MP LA Le adersh ip Institute
Two  CAL r epre sent ati ves f rom Col orad o

librari es were se lected to  par ti cipat e i n the  5 th  annual
MPLA Lead ership  Institute a t Gho st Ran ch in
No rthe rn  New  Mexico: Cin dy Eubank , Branch
Librar ian  at the  Gra nby P ubli c L ibr ary  in Gr anby,  and
M ich elle  W ilde , Physica l S cie nces Li brari an at
Colorado S tate University in Fort Collins.

These  two in divid uals w ere kin d en oug h to
sha re  som e thou ghts  about their experi ences  at the
Lead ership  Institute w ith  me. Both of them  wrote of
the  p hysica l beau ty of the settin g, as w ell as th e
streng th  of  the  mento ri ng and int er act ive  le arn ing
that  took place.  To read what they have to share,
visit th e CA L W eb si te: h ttp:/ /w ww .cal-w ebs .org

and  cli ck on  “New sletter” th en  on the
inf ormatio n  fo r De cember 2006.  Photos,
courtesy  of  Michel le  Wilde , are  po ste d a s w ell.

2006 CAL Conference  
Intel lect ual Fr eedom Com mittee
By Karen Bar y, I FC Chair , kar en@bary.net

T
he  2006 CAL confer ence was  a bus y and
successful  time fo r the Inte llec tual
Freedom  Comm itt ee. On Fr iday ,

Novem ber  10 th , Martin Gar nar , Merri e Val l i ant ,
and  Karen  Bary , with  the h elp o f Mike  Eitner o f
Denve r  Public Librar y, talked about ele men ts of
succes sfu l  sta ff  tr aini ng in t heir  works hop,
Intellectual Freedom Issues – Keeping Staff Up To

Date.  Kee p o n e ye  on  th e CAL I FC Web pa ge  as  we
add  t ools t hat you can use  in cr eating a t rai nin g
program at yo ur li brary .

On  Sat ur day  mo rning  the IFC  presen ted its
Julie  J.  Bou che r Me m orial  Aw ard  to Fofi  Mendez , a
Denver  Pu blic  Libra ry Co m m issio ner, fo r her w ork
and  supp ort of st aff du ring  the ti m e of D PL’s ve ry
pub lic  fo ton ove las ch allen ge. Tresa Waggoner ,
former  Ben net t m usic  teac her,  and Kyle MacM il lan ,
Denver Post Fine  Art s Cr it ic, we re  adde d to  he
Com m unity  Hon or Ro ll fo r their part in  the Be nne tt
Op era  Follies.  As you  may recall, Tre sa was fired  for
showi ng  her students a  short clip  of a puppet versi on
of  the  opera Fau st. Kyle’s Denver Post articl es helped
keep the story al ive.

Mo re  than 400 of  you h elped  us to  rec ognize
10  years of  the Julie Boucher Memorial lectur e series
by  att endi ng th e Sat urd ay mor ning  key no t e.  Our
exc el lent  speaker wa s Brent Hart inger , author of
the  of ten c hall enged YA no vel,  The Geo graphy  Club.
Bre nt  is t he author o f ot her YA  ti t l es and  is a f ounder
of  the blog, AS  IF!, which  stan ds for A uth ors S up port
Inte llec tual  Freedom:  http://asif news.blogspot.com
A num ber of you  shared  your th oug hts on  Brent’ s
novel  on the new  IFC blog, IF Read ing M atters:
http://www .if readingma tters .blogspot.c om

Final ly,  abou t 20 0 of  you st oppe d by o ur
Inte llec tual  Freedom  Com m em orative C ocktail  Hour
to  mingle an d  li st en t o Ju lie Bou che r’ s br oth er , t he
always  provocative Jello Biafra . Je llo had a lot to
say  abou t his  sist er,  and about int elle ctual  free dom
general ly.  To h ear m ore  of his t houghts, or  purchase
som e of  his spoke n word CDs,  you c an go  to  the Web
site for Jello’s record la bel at:
http://www .alter nativetentacles. com
Thanks from the Intellec tual Freedom Com mittee
•

Special tha nks to B ill Knott and  the board a nd staff  of
the Jefferson County Public Library for providing CAL
office space at its Administrative Offices, 10200 W.
20 th  Ave., Lakewood.
Has your addre ss o r information changed? Send an
email  tokathleen @cal-webs. org, phon e 303/463-6400,
or  visit the C AL Web site Membership  page and click on
the link to Update Membership Information.
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Me m bersh ip Com m ittee Repo rt
By  Lyn da  Lillw itz, CA L M em be rsh ip C om m ittee P as t Ch air

T
he  CAL Mem bersh ip com m ittee enjo yed  m eetin g
so  m an y of C AL’s n ew  m em bers  fr om  2006 at
the  ne w m emb er  or ientat ion  dur ing t he CAL

conference.  The re  we re over 70  peop le in
attendance!  CAL Bo ard  Member s,  Ass ociati on,
Divi sion,  Committee , and Int ere st Gr oup le ade r s
int roduced  th emselves and w hat they represent.  New
m em bers  had the  opp ortu nity  to sig n u p for m ore
information  abou t the grou ps the y we re in teres ted
in.  The re w ere  re fr esh ments  and  door pr izes.  Thanks
to  all  fo r maki ng th e ne w member o ri ent ati on a
success!

If  y ou ar e not  inv olv ed i n any CAL
Associati on,  Division, Comm ittee,  or Int ere st Gr oup,
we  encourage y ou to do  so. It is a great w ay to
netwo rk with others w ho hav e similar interests.  For
a listing o f the grou ps, ple ase l ook  at the  CAL
website.

CAL is pleased  t o  we lcom e the se new member s,  who
join ed in  Octo ber a nd  Nov em ber:

October
•Jana Ackerman, Montrose Regional Library District
•Teresa Allen, Colorado State Library
•Christin e Baker,  Colorado Sc hool of Min es
•Gretchen Beatty, Nederland Community Library
•Anne B ell, Univer sity of Nor thern Color ado
•Carson Block, Fort Collins Public Library
•Stephanie Boaman
•Kathy B rabec, Ch erry Cree k Schools
•Charlotte Brooks, Boulder Valley School District
•Zilla May Brown, Montrose Regional Library District
•Deann C arpenter, Douglas Cou nty Librar ies
•Lloyd Chittenden, Fort Lewis College Reed Library
•Patti Clar k, Fru ita Monum ent High School
•Nathalie Crick, Pitkin County Library
•Diann Cullen, Colorado School for the Deaf & Blind
•Annette D emel, Palmer  High Sc hool
•Conzuelo DeVan, Spanish Peaks Library District
•Jennife r Drotar, A dams 12 Fiv e Star Sc hools
•Lauren Ely, Jef ferson C ounty Pu blic Schools
•Mark Ferguson, Cherry Creek Sch ool District
•Rose Ferron, Trinidad Carnegie Public Library
•Elizabeth  Fisher, Rangeview  High Sc hool
•Amy Flowers, Montrose Regional Library District
•Beatrice G errish, M onarch H igh School
•Molly Gibney, Mountain View Elementary
•Art Glover , Douglas County Libraries
•Jill Hans on, Colora do Academy
•Gloria  Hicks,  NSIDC Informa tion Center  & Library/CIRES
•Karen Hixon, John C. Fremont Library
•Reba Holmes , Harris on High S chool
•Sheryl Horgan, Slater Elem entary S chool
•Julie Hy de-Porter, Cherry Creek Hig h School
•Mimi Jorlin g, Northea st Academy  Charter School
•Andrea Kibe, Aspen Creek K-8
•Julie Kingery, Edwin A. Bemis Public Library

•Margaret Kirk, Durango Public Library
•Susan  Lackey,  Arvada West Senior  High Sc hool
•Nancy Larkin, Adams 12 F ive Star S chools
•Michelle  Lerman, Denver P ubli c Library - Hampden
Branch Library
•Lisa Lister,  Colorado Colle ge
•Richard Lyda
•Di Machado, Adams State College - Nielsen Library
•Nancy Maday, Pikes Peak Library District
•Patricia Maldonado, Trinidad Carnegie Public Library
•Alejandro Marquez 
•Kimberly McNamara, Gunnison County Public Library
•Joanna McNeal, Lafayette Public Library
•Valicia M cPherson , Stargate  Charter School
•Megan M cQuinn,  Denver P ublic Sch ools
•Steve Mitchell, Estes Park Public Library
•Margaret Morris, Manitou Springs Public Library
•Amy Mu chmore, A urora Hou sing Auth ority
•Susan Nagle, Lafayette Public Library
•Shawna Nall, Trinidad Carnegie Public Library
•Emily Neal, CollegeAmerica
•Jo Ann  Patterson,  Douglas C ounty Sc hools
•Heidi Pau lson, Littleton  Public S chools
•Claudia P ierce, Color ado Springs  School Dis trict 11
•Nicole Radkowski, Lafayette Public Library
•Debra Reed, Lamar Public Library
•Debra Reynolds, Lamar Public Library
•Susan Rice, Naturita Library Branch
•Sherlene Searight
•Efrem S epulveda
•Justin S ewell, Ara pahoe Comm unity C ollege
•Susan  L. Smith , Adams 12 Five Sta r Schools
•Sharon  Stevens,  Douglas C ounty Sc hools
•Beth  Stricklan d,  Colorado Sta te  Library/Library Research
Service
•Mildred Sturgeon, Montrose Regional Library District
•Diana Sw eany, R egis Univer sity
•Valerie Taylor-Pierce, Lafayette Public Library
•John Thomas, Spanish Peaks Library District
•John Tw igg, Regis U niversity
•Amanda Wiese, Denver Public Library
•Teresa Wilcox, Paradox Valley School & Library
•Eleni Wingate, Pueblo City-County Library District

November
•Amy Bow ler, Douglas  County  Libraries
•Sarah Connors,  Colorado Spr ings Sch ool District 11
•Jenna C ook, Glenw ood Springs High Sch ool
•Marjorie Corcoran, 
•Lisa May Howard, Aspen School District
•Karen Lon g, UNC G reensboro ( Student)
•Charlen e Olszonow icz, Cam bridge College
•Rebekah Sanchez, Pueblo City-County Library
•Cheryl Smith, T own of F owler
•Laurie Spurling, Denver Public Library
•Patricia V an Eys den, Dougl as Coun ty Libraries

•
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Spotl igh t on Te acher -Li brar ia ns

Cappi  Ca st ro ,  Gr and
Junction Hi gh School
by N ancy  W hite

This column will be used to share information direct from
Colorado Teacher-Librarians in the field through interviews
and visits. We hope you will enjoy this new feature! Please
contact Nancy White at nwhite@asd20.org if you would
like to recommend someone to be interviewed for future
editions! 

I
had  the ple asure o f in terv iewing  Cap pi Castro ,
Libra ry  Media  Specialist at Gran d Junct ion High
School  in  Mesa  Cou nty  Vall ey Scho ol Di str ict  51.

Cappi  was  r ecom m end ed to m e by C AS L Preside nt,
Ma ry  Katheri ne Johnson , wh o sai d “C ap pi C astro
at  Grand J uncti on High  School  runs a  really dy nam ic
pr og ram.  I sp en t tw o h ou rs th ere  an d c ou ld n’t
believe the ene rgy.” 

‘ How long have you been a library media specialist

at your school? 

This  is  my  secon d yea r at GJH S, an d GJH S is
m y first job  as a li bra ry m edia  spec ialis t. 
‘ What is one of the most successful things that you

have done in your library or school? 

Creati ng  spa ces tha t s tud ents  enjoy . I  created
a café area m odele d after bo okstores. I w ante d to
make  a reall y big phys ical c hange  – so  tha t t he
stud ents  would be  ready for  other changes I wanted
to ma ke – so  I looked to  the  boo kst or es (t hat HAVE
to  be  suc cessful t o st ay i n busi nes s).  By  cr eat ing t he
café  ar ea t he ki ds ge t t he i dea t ha t lib raries  are
places  t o hang out (gasp!). I t hink that once a
"com fort  level" i s achiev ed the sky i s  t he  l imi t !  We
do n’t  serve l attes but we do have  a “Books &
Nibbles”  snack ba r with health y items a v ailabl e at
the  circulation  desk. W e als o have a com fy couch
and  chair rig ht next  to  the  ci rculat ion  des k and the
kids  lov e it ! The y lo ve t o si t t here  and dis cuss  thi ngs
not  only with  each  other but w ith us.  I have lear ned
so  mu ch! Once  com fort, trus t, an d en joym ent  are
rea ched,  stud ent s are th en re ady fo r a ll  the
inf or matio n l i te rac y I  can hel p the m lear n!
‘ What do you consider to be a key to your success?

My  e nt hu siasm!  …For the st udents , r eading ,
re search,  the  staff,  and pr omoti ng th e l ibr ary  as t he
hea rt  of  the  school . I  want to pro vid e an o pti mum
learn ing  env iron m ent  (libra ry  and beyo nd –go  Buzz
Ligh tyear!)  for all m y stu den ts, staff,  and  com m unity
and  con tinu e to im prov e, change  and evolve  that
envi ro nment  as neces sary f or eve ryone' s indiv idual
success.
‘ How do you see your role evolving or changing

over the next several years?

These  first few years are what  I t hink of  as
“bui ldi ng”  years. M y goa l in all of w hat I do  is to

prom ote  rea di ng,  enc our age l if e-l ong l ear ning , a nd
to  help all  my patr ons t o be com e information
liter ate.  I  believe  that th is all  nee ds t o be gin wi th a
firm  foundation of what a librar y is and can be.  As  I
establish  that,  I wi ll be  able to co llabora te m ore with
teac hers  and  influ ence learn ing i n a ve ry  power ful
way.  I do believe that libraries are th e key  to 21 st

cent ury l ear ning.

S t u d e n t s
enjoying  a game
of  chess in the
“Café”.  We have
converted  th e
card catalog  into
“ c o n d i m e n t ”
storage  holding
k e t c h u p ,
u t e n s i l s ,
na pk ins,  salt ,
pepper ,  e t c .
Chess is s o
popular  we ha d

to  start a  chess club (I bought  the first chess set because
I  though it would look “coo l” in the café!) and our first
tournament is in January. 
•

Readers’  A dviso ry Interes t
Group Update
by  M ary  Pa um ier J on es , Ch air

The  Rea ders ’ Adv isory  Intere st Gro up  will
mee t  qua rterly this ye ar. The first m eeting  is
scheduled  fo r:  Th urs da y, F eb rua ry 8 , 20 07 ; 9
a . m.  to Noon; Northglenn Libr ar y - Rangevi ew
Library  Dis trict, 10530 N.  Hur on,  Nor thg lenn,  CO
80234.  For fu r the r inform atio n co nta ct: M ary
Paum ier  Jones, mjon es@ ci.westm inster.co.us,  303/
404-5120.
•

Childr en’s  Services Interest
Group Update (CSI Group)
by  Ke ri W es to n, C ha ir

The  re cen tl y f or med CSI  Gro up is  at heal thy
53  m em bers  and growing! W e have lined up topics of
interest  and  con cern  that  we w ould  like to ad dress in
the  coming year.  Additio nally,  we have  jus t be gun a
w iki  w ith information  such as perform er contacts,
Web  sites h elpfu l for p rogra m m ing  ide as a nd  CS IG
mem ber  conta cts. You ca n vis it  our wiki  at
http://calcsig.pbw iki.com/.  If  yo u ha ve an ythin g to
add  to  the w iki, pleas e em ail Ke ri a t
kw eston @m arm ot.o rg.  We cont inue  t o i nvi te  any CA L
m em bers  to  jo in who  are concerned about school or
publ ic l i bra ry  se rv ices to chi ldr en.
•
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Para li brar ia n Divi si on Spot li ght

 Ste phani e Boaman 

I  was b orn in
Madis on,  WI ,
but  have l ived

in  or arou nd  Ft. C ol l ins
since  1971.   I  can' t i magine
a place  tha t I would rather
live o r raise k ids. 

I  re ad al l t he  t ime,
but  also like to  play w ith
my  two kid s,  Cai tl in ( 14)
and  Jackson (9).  We love a good game of Scrabble.
I  alwa ys like to h ave p rojects arou nd to  work o n,
an yth ing  tha t can  keep  m e bu sy.  

My  favorite book is a lwa ys c hangi ng,  but
ther e a re  two book s t hat have  bee n ei the r o n my
boo ks helf  or nightstand  for years:  Stranger in a

Strange Land by R obe rt  Hei nle in,  and  The Stand by
Stephen  King.  I  can  still rem em ber th e very
first  t i me I  r ead e ach o f  th em.   My  favorite m ovie is
actual ly  a TV  series , Firefly, whic h was cr eate d b y
Joss Wh edon, an d only aired 1 1 episodes.

I wou ld ha ve to  say tha t my  favorite  food is,
oddly,  chicke n soup  (i s t hat too  st ran ge?),  and
my  favorite ge taw ay is be in g an yplace qui et,  away
from  com pute rs, Internet, tele v isions, and phon es
(even  fo r a n hour )!   Of  cou rse,  I  wo uldn 't object to
that  pla ce bei ng a c abi n in the  moun t ain s, nea r a
lake , surro un ded  by tre es, in  the s um m er.

I  am atten din g th e Un ivers ity of S out hern
Missis sippi,  and I  am thri l le d to b e start ing on a new
career  in a fiel d that I l ove.  I  decided  that now was
a goo d tim e to g et m y M aste r' s b ecause  more  and
m ore  l i bra ri es are  re quir ing  this level  of  edu cation  to
adva nce,  and som etimes to even be considered f or
an opening.  A library is  my favorite place t o be!

I  jo ine d CAL because I am taking classes
thr ough  a strictly on li ne p ro gram , and felt th at I
needed  to mak e som e connection s w ith t he local
l ibra ry  net work .  I  am ver y gl ad t hat I a tt ende d the
conference;  I had a great ti me an d met a lot of
wonderful people.

The Paralibrarian Division would like to spotlight
paralibrarians in upcoming newsletters. If you know of
someone who should be in the “spotlight” please contact
Lynda Hoffman or Amy Sebby, Paralibrarian Division
Reporters, at lyndah@psdschools.org, 970/488-7047 or
asebby@psdschools.org, 970/488-7049.

Submitted  by Lynda Hoff mann and Am y Sebby,
Paralibrarian rep orters
•

A  Few W ords f r om  your ALA
Cha pter Cou ncilor…
By Shel le y Walcha k, s walc hak@cl ic web.or g,
Phone:  719/650- 1090 

F
irst  of  all , t hank  you for  elec ting me to s erve  as
your  ALA Chapt er Co uncil or f or 20 07 –2009.
Also,  special thanks to Na nc y B olt  for he r hard

wo rk  as m y pred ecessor. A s a new  coun cilor, I will
att end  orienta tion on  Satu rday o f Mid wi nter
Conference  in S eattl e, w here  I hop e to le arn  a bout
the procedures involve d as your repres entative.

In  add ition  to the  orien tatio n, I w ill  be
att endi ng  tw o Chap te r Counc i l  Me et ing s, 3 ALA
Cou ncil  meet ings , a n ALA- APA Cou nc il sessi on, as
well as som e forums an d receptions.

I  encourage you to c ontact  me abou t t he
re solut ion s on w hich  I will vote. I plan  to absta in
fr om  vo tes  th at  are  no t d ire ctl y re la ted  to A LA ’s
responsibili ties  in su pp ort  of  l i bra ri es and  librarians.
Hope  to see  you in Seat tl e,  or  at an upc oming CA L
even t.
•

Bits & Pieces
—Save  the date! The CASL 2007 Midwinter
Workshop  will take place Feb ru ary 24 , 200 7 in
Color ado  Springs. Save Feb ruary 23 as well, if  you
can,  as  there  are pl ans to add Fr iday,  making this an
(option al)  two -da y e ven t.  De tail s soon  at ww w.ca l-
we bs.o rg

—Color ado  Li bra ry  Cons or ti um ( CL iC ) la unched Leo

–  Library Educational Opportunities – it’s cont inu ing
education database . Visit  http ://le o.clicw eb.o rg

—PermaBound  annou nce d  the winn ers of its
Su mm er  Reading Program aw ards at t he CAL
Con ference. Fo r a list of the w inne rs, visit:
 http:/ /ww w.ca l-we bs.org/a wa rdw inne rs.htm

—For  information on the State Li br ary’s Special
Po pu latio n s  Technical Assi stance Project ,
contact  Bonni e McCu ne,  mccune _b@ cde.st ate.co.us,
or 30 3/866-68 91

—New  m em bers  of the  Col orad o St ate L ibra ry sta ff
include:  Samantha Hager , St ate  Publ icati ons
Librar y ;  James M . Duncan , Ne twor kin g and
Resource  Shari ng; and Teresa Al len , I nst it ut ional
Libra ry  Services.  For more i nfor mation and additi onal
State  Library in fo and  new s, visit:
http :// www.cde. sta te. co. us/c de lib / CSLNew sBullet i
ns/in dex.h tm
•
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AAS L Ne ws
Submit ted by
She rr y R.  Cr ow,
CA L’s  AASL Li ai son and
A f f i l i a t e  A s s e m b l y
Deleg ate

AASL has h ad a  busy  few m onth s with  sever al
big  issues a nd e vents  to  be highlighted. They  ar e t he
AASL Fall  For um, t he dr af ti ng of  new AASL  Lea rni ng
Stand ards,  the launc hing of a new Profe ssio nal
Learni ng  Comm unity,  t he rew ordin g of lan gua ge in
NCLB, and  the announcem ent of the pr e-Mid-Winter
Instit ute  in S eattl e. 

The  20 06 AASL Fal l F orum : Assessing Student

Learning in the School Library Media Center was  the
t heme  of  the  sol d-o ut AAS L 200 6 Fal l Fo rum  held in
W arwic k,  Rhode Island, October 13-15, 2006. Over
500  partici pants from around the country explored
the  rol e of school  libr ar y med ia spec ialists in
assessment  o f stu dent learning during the focused
one -an d-a -ha lf day  insti tute . 

The  Fall Forum included nationally renowned
spe ak ers  and e xper ts  on as sessment , i ncl udin g
Viol et  Harada , profes sor of lib rary  and  information
science  at  the University of Haw aii; Barba ra
Str ipl ing ,  pas t pres iden t of A ASL an d director  of
libra ry  se rv ices fo r t he Ne w Yor k Ci ty Depar tment  of
Educati on;  M arjo rie Pappas , writer, cons ult ant,  an d
virt ual  pro fessor  of  li brar y sc ienc e; and All ison
Zmuda ,  sen ior e ducat ion specialis t for  the Capitol
Regional  Edu cati on  Cou ncil  (CREC)  in Har tf or d, Conn.

The  discus sions c overe d topic s fr om wh at
school librarians teach  and ho w the y ca n det er mine
the  i mp act  of  t hei r t eaching  on de monst rat ed s tude nt
performan ce to  dev elopi ng uni ts  and l esson pl ans
with  classr oom teachers. Parti cipants also gained
hands-on  experience using assessment tools for
information  lit eracy  and inquiry  lear ning  and
explored  the  re asons why  the  libra ry  me dia cen ter is
at  th e h ea rt o f a s ch oo l's  mission  to help  all stud ents
achieve at hig h levels.

Dra ft  of New AASL L ear nin g  Standards:  Call  for
Com m ents :  In order recog nize th e cha ngin g role  of
school  library m edia  programs now  and in the future,
AASL has begun to develop new  le arn ing  sta ndards
for  school  libr ary media pro grams . T he L ear ning
Standar ds  Rew rite Task Force accepted com me nts on
its  first  dra ft  unti l De cembe r 8.  Her e’s t he URL  wh ere
the  pro posed  ne w s tandar ds ca n be vi ewed:
http://w ww .ala.org/a la/aasl/a aslprof tool s/l ear nings
tandards/AASL_Lea rnin g_ Sta nd ard s_DRAFT. pd f
After  reviewing th e DRA FT docu me nt, please  e ma il
your  comm ents to learn ing stan da rds@ ala .org  , or  to
Jody  Howard (the CAS L appointmen t to the v isio n
sum m it  whe re t he st andards  will  be di scus sed)

jo dy . howar d@cu. edu,  or to Sherry Crow ,
cro wsr@unk.e du
The  Task Force will review  and c onsid er all
com m ents  and  pre par e a s econd  dra ft  fo r c omment
at the 2007 ALA M idwinter Meeting in Seattle.

Launch ing  of Ne w P rofession al Learn i ng
Co mm unity :  The  Teaching f or Le arning Commun ity,
launched  at the  2006 AA SL Fa ll  For um, bui lds  on t he
to pics  discu ssed a t the Fa ll Forum . Com m unity
faci li tato rs  will lead discussi ons and know ledge-
shar ing  on t he  topic  of s tudent ass essment. To jo in,
go  to: http:// comm unities .ala .org an d follow  login
inst ructi ons . 

The  Rewording NCLB :  Over t he last  fi ve  ye ar s we
have  se en t he  need for t eacher libr arians to be a  part
of  the NCLB law. We finall y have our chance,  as
NCLB will b e open ed o nce  fo r r eaut hor iza ti on,
begi nning  in January  2 0 07.  Bei ng awar e of  the
v ariou s dif fe re nce s i n eac h st ate , AA SL has  put
together  sugg est ed wor ding  to be  ins er te d in NCLB.
The  main objective is to encourage ever y scho ol to
have  at  least on e scho ol library m edia  spe ciali st  and
that  school library m edia speci alist  wou ld be h ighly
quali fi ed.  High ly qu alified w ould  mean  “a b ac he lor ’s
deg ree or hig her; state  ce rt if icati on;  and  a m aste ry
of  information  literacy.” Then, in the future each
state  age ncy w ould work to improve the quality of
school  l i bra ry  media  spe ciali st s i n the  state  thr ough
the  state cer t ification p rocess, so ea ch state  wou ld
m ove  at its o wn  pac e. 

Wh en  queried on their opinion of  the new
wor ding,  Colorado teach er l i brarians wer e
overw helm ingly  positive.  Many w ere concer ned
how eve r,  with prob lems th at co uld o ccur in
imple menti ng  the chan ges. Fund ing, adm inistrators’
attitudes,  and  get ti ng pos it ion s filled in rura l districts
we re  some of  the c hall enges  point ed out  by
re spo nden ts.  A full r eport of  Colorado teacher
lib rari an  respon ses to the  new  word ing w as sen t to
Linda  W illi am s, head of the NC LB rewordin g task
force .  I f  y ou  wa nt  a  copy ema il  Sherry  Crow at
crowsr @unk.e du.

Prepa r ati ons  for pre-M id-W inter Institute
Underway :  AASL  will h ost a  pre-M idw inter Institu te
in  Seattle  enti tle d Reading and the School Library

Media Specialist to be  held Friday,  Januar y 19,  2007,
8:30  a.m . -  4:30  p. m. Pr esente rs  wil l r evi ew cur re nt
research  on r eadi ng in str uc tion, disc uss h ow it
in f orms  cl assro om pra ct ice,  exp lor e r eadi ng
strategies,  and e xpl ain wha t t he libra ry m edia
specialist  can do to en hance  them . To register, go  to
http ://w ww .ala.o rg/m idw inte r.

•
 

mailto:learningstandards@ala.org
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Save the date
The Colorado Association of

Libraries is delighted to

announce its 2007 conference

Get RadiCAL @ 2007
will be held November 8-10, 2007

at the John Q. Hammons

Convention Center & Holiday Inn

DIA (I-70 & Chambers) in Denver. 

Please be sure to save the date!

Visit our Web site for further

information as details become

available.

www.cal-webs.org/

http://www.cal-webs.org

