Read to the Children

Promoting Literacy for Prisoners and their Families 

The Colorado State Library and Colorado Department of Corrections need your help to prepare for the Read to the Children holiday season!  

When:  
Colorado Association of Libraries “Power On” 2009 conference, November 19-21

What:
Children’s books in gift-giving condition 
Checks made out to “Read to the Children Literacy Program”
Where:  
Donations will be collected at the conference registration desk 
Read to the Children gives incarcerated parents and their children the opportunity to build and maintain healthy relationships through the shared joy of reading.  The program is built on the belief that reading inspires growth in all areas of a child’s life and that prisoners who maintain strong family ties are less likely to reoffend after release.  

Colorado Department of Corrections libraries, in partnership with the Colorado State Library, provide donated children’s books for incarcerated parents to read.   Facility libraries record the parents reading and send the recording with the book to the child.  Caregivers report that children who participate in this program maintain more positive relationships with their parents and spend more time with books than they did before beginning the program.  
