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Have you called your legislators? 

Invited them to your library to show the many services you provide to their constituents with taxpayer funds?

Shared with them the impacts on those services by the recent state funding cuts? How the elimination of State Funding, CRC funding, and Payment for Lending impacts their library's services to their constituents? 

Are they aware of the other numerous, cost-effective, library services funded by the State (Systems, Colorado Virtual Library, State Library), how those entities specifically serve your area and others, and how critical it is that these continue to be funded?

It's is the perfect time to build upon, or newly begin, a relationship of mutual understanding and respect with your legislator. Indeed, it is essential that you do so.

Is your legislator term-limited or moving on to other activities? This is definitely the best time to get to know the candidates for that position and to bring the importance of libraries for their potential constituents to their attention.

What can you do? It's an election year and they are looking for positive exposure.

· Invite them to give out awards at a reading program event.

· Ask them to participate in a story time at your busiest story time. 

· Invite them to attend your board meeting to discuss issues of mutual interest. 

· Feature them as ribbon-cutters to introduce a new service to your customers. 

· Invite them for coffee and a tour of your facility/ies. 

· Attend a coffee or fund raiser on their behalf ... introduce yourself, show interest, 

and ask them pertinent, and polite, questions. 

· Donate some of your off-hours time to work on their campaign.

· Encourage library board members and library Friends to contact legislators AND

candidates.  Unpaid supporters are seen as objective, different from library staff

who may have a self- interest agenda. 

· Even better ... enlist loyal library users and supporters to contact their legislators

and candidates to tell them about the importance of libraries and library services

and to encourage them to support the necessary funding.

Legislators and candidates are people from your locale.  They listen to people from their area more than anyone or anything else. They are very human, and they WANT to meet and hear from their constituents.  Why shouldn't one of those constituents be you?

If not you, who can better tell the story of your library, its services, its needs? If not now, when is a better time to deliver the message before the legislative session's hyperactivity confuses issues and provides misinformation??

Call your legislators. Call your supporters and your peers and ask them to call their legislators.  Call them now. 


GOOD LINKS WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

"Smart Voting Starts @your library"     http://www.ala.org/kranich/librariesandelections/ 

ALA tip sheet for general "Great Ideas" for libraries (community outreach in general), as well as specifics if you want your library to be one of the issues in an election.

"Elections Center"     http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main.htm
Colorado Secretary of State's Office with voter registration and absentee voter registration forms; state political committees, state issue committees; roster of county clerks and recorders; and certified candidates for state office.[image: image1.png]





