Crafts and Early Literacy?

Why do we do crafts in the library?

Tie to book(s) read at storytime to reinforce learning. 

Tactile - kids learn with all their senses, use fine motor skills and coordination.

Potentially provide new life experiences to children.

Stimulate creativity – stress that there the process is important not the result.

Modeling application of the early literacy skills to parents.

Incentive- something to take home - boosts attendance.

Socialization

6 Early Literacy Skills 

Vocabulary: knowing the names of things - also feelings, concepts, ideas.

Craft Examples: 

· Bear Den – Hibernation

· Colors

· Shapes

· Textures/Opposites Collage

· Emotions puppet

Any craft activities that present concepts: large, small, over, under, up, down, beside, around, tall, short, etc.

Encourage parents to talk to their children when working on many crafts about colors and shapes they are working with. 

Narrative Skills: the ability to describe things, to tell events in sequence and to retell stories.


Craft Examples:


Share stories with a sequence – provide sequence activities 

· Very Hungry Caterpillar sequence cards


http://www.dltk-teach.com/books/hungrycaterpillar/sequencing.htm  

· The Mitten – lacing mitten with animal inserts pattern found at: http://www.janbrett.com/put_the_animals_in_the_mitten.htm  

Song to go with mitten craft

The Mitten in the Snow (sung to The Farmer in the Dell) 

Retell the story in the order of the book: A mole is the first, then the rabbit, a hedgehog, an owl, a badger, a fox, a bear and, finally a mouse. The mouse causes the bear to sneeze; the mitten and all its occupants go flying.

The mitten in the snow 

The mitten in the snow

Help us please so we won’t freeze

The mitten in the snow

A  _____________ squeezes in 

A  _____________ squeezes in 

Help us please so we won’t freeze

The mitten in the snow 

Repeat with each animal until including the mouse after which you sing:

The bear says, "A-choo!"

The bear says, "A-choo!"

Flick the mitten and make all the animals fly out of the mitten in the snow!




Source: http://www.geocities.com/teachingwithheart/mitten.html 

Narrative Skills: crafts examples continued:

· Puppets: 

Feathers for Lunch bag puppet

3 Billy Goats Gruff stick puppets

· Hats, crowns and other wearables. - Literacy Tip: Narrative Skills include the ability to describe things and to talk about events and tell stories, so keep Halloween costumes and dress up items available all year. This is a great way for kids to act out and tell stories, one of the early literacy skills that researchers say children need to understand what they read.

As the children are creating a craft encourage the children to talk about the theme. “Tell your grown up something about (bears hibernating).”

Encourage the grown ups attending to have the children “share” the craft with others in the family at home, continuing the use of narrative skills. 

Letter Knowledge: knowing that letters are different from each other, have different names, and are related to sounds.


Craft Examples: 

· T tree

· Book: Kathy Ross Crafts Letter Shapes, Millbrook Press, 2002
· Sponge painting with letters/shapes

Provide activities using shapes – literacy tip: Learning to name letters, knowing they have sounds and recognizing them everywhere is letter knowledge. Knowing our shapes helps us learn our letters. Before children learn actual letters, they are aware of shapes. 

· Encourage participants to write their own names on the craft. 

Print Awareness: knowing how to handle a book, and noticing print all around us

· Make books as a craft:



The process of making a book will help children learn the parts of the book and the way 


in which a book is written (the story goes from front to back, the writing goes from left to 

right, the title goes on the front cover)




My Phone Book




Pop Up Book




All About Me… 

· Environmental Print 

During a transportation storytime, make road signs

Print Motivation: an interest in and the enjoyment of books and reading.  


Craft Examples: Any craft! Doing crafts makes storytime that much more fun!

Phonological Awareness: the ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in words


Craft Example:

· Musical instruments - Bell bracelet and other musical instruments to shake to the beat, shake to each word or shake to each syllable in the words.  

Other Resources:

Simple Crafts for Early Literacy Skills, Kent District Library, Kent County, Michigan
http://www.kdl.org/kids/go/pgr_development_activities 

New Downloadable resource from ALA available Spring 2010:  

Art and Craft Activities for Early Literacy @ Your Fingertips, Saroj Ghoting and Pamela Martin-Díaz, http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=2784 
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