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	 SKILL
	WHAT IS IT?
	WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
	WHAT CAN PARENTS & CAREGIVERS DO?
	

	Print Motivation


	Print Motivation is an interest in and enjoyment of books.
	Children who get pleasure from books will want to read more and will learn to read more easily. 
	· Make sharing stories a big deal; a pleasant, part of every day. 

· Read with voice inflection and excitement. 

· Let your child be a part of choosing books to read. 
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	Phonological Awareness


	Phonological Awareness is the ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in words. 
	Being able to hear rhymes, beginning sounds, ending sounds and syllables is critical to later reading success. 


	· Sing songs, repeat rhymes, and play rhyming word games. Have fun with silly words. 

· Read rhyming books. 

· Say tongue twisters together.
	[image: image2.png]





	SKILL
	WHAT IS IT?
	WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
	WHAT CAN PARENTS & CAREGIVERS DO?
	

	Vocabulary


	Vocabulary is knowing the names of things. 
	Children need to know the meaning of words in order to understand what they are reading. The more words they hear and know, the stronger their reading comprehension. 


	· Read different types of books; books are rich in vocabulary that may not be used in regular conversation. 

· Ask lots of questions when you talk and read with your child. 

· Talk, talk, talk to your child. 
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	Narrative Skills


	Narrative Skills is the ability to describe things, sequence events, and tell stories. 
	Good narrative skills will lead to good comprehension!  Writing abilities will be supported as well.
	· Narrate your life activities as you go through the day and ask your child to describe what he/she is doing as well. Listen patiently and add details to his/her descriptions. 

·  Encourage prediction.

· Act out simple stories. 
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	Print Awareness


	Print Awareness is noticing print everywhere, and knowing how books work.
	This is important because it relays the message that print is meaningful, and that books are made up of words and pictures, we read from front to back and left to right, and we hold the book upright and turn pages in order. 


	· Run your finger under the words as you read. 

· Call attention to signs and print on the road, at the store, in restaurants. 

· Write messages to your children to show that print is useful and carries meaning. 
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	Letter Knowledge


	Letter Knowledge is knowing letters look different, and that each letter has a name and makes sound(s)
	To read written words, children must know how to quickly identify and decode letters. 
	· Write your child’s name often, spelling each letter out loud as you go along. 

· Encourage your child to make letters with clay or in sand. 

· Sing the alphabet song together. 
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Reaching Children's First Teachers: How to Present Early Literacy Tips to Parents and Caregivers
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