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Booklists


Choosing Great Books for Babies      

This booklist has been designed to help you learn more about choosing books for babies aged 0-12 months, though almost all of these titles will still hold great appeal for older toddlers and preschoolers.  Look at the books in each short section for examples of the types of books or of characteristics that appeal to this age group. 

Look for these features in books for babies 0-12 months: 

High Contrast

Babies’ brand-new eyes need help zeroing in on images. Simple pictures with contrasting colors and clear “edges” help them focus on the page. Illustrations with black “outlines” (think of cartoons) can help babies focus, too.


Look at the Animals! by Peter Linenthal  

I Like Black and White, by Barbara Jean Hicks  
Counting Kisses, by Karen Katz  
I Kissed the Baby! by Mary Murphy
Big, Simple Pictures

Clear, uncluttered images surrounded by lots of white space help young eyes focus on the page.

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr.  
Wake Up, Me! by Marni McGee  
I Went Walking by Sue Williams  
Clap Hands, by Helen Oxenbury  
Photos

Even very young babies love looking at faces and photos of faces—especially baby faces! Simple photos of familiar objects have high appeal, too.

Baby Faces, and others by Margaret Miller in the Look Baby! series 
Hands Can, by Cheryl Willis Hudson 
Baby! Baby! by Vicky Celeen
Red Blue Yellow Shoe, by Tana Hoban
Songs & Games 

Many board books and picture books contain favorite finger plays, new bounce rhymes, or familiar songs. 


The Bear Went Over the Mountain, by Rosemary Wells  

Pat-a-Cake, by Annie Kubler 

My First Baby Games, by Jane Manning  
Babies, con’t

Short & Sweet

Just one or two words on a page are plenty for babies. They’re not quite ready to follow a longer, more complex story…


Hello, Day! by Anita Lobel  

Peekaboo Morning, by Rachel Isadora  
A Child’s Good Night Prayer, by Grace Maccarone  

Baby Says, by John Steptoe  
…on the other hand, babies do love the sound of your voice and the rhythms of read-aloud! So, go ahead and read longer books, too, especially when there is a bounce or a beat or a rhyme to the words.  

10, 9, 8, by Molly Bang 
I Love You as Much, by Laura Krauss Melmed  
Piggies, by Don and Audrey Wood  
Touch & Feel 

Books are a multi-sensory experience for babies—they love soft books to chew on, sturdy board books that are small and easy to hold, and textured pages.


That’s Not My Tractor! by Fiona Watts 

Bright Baby Touch and Feel Shapes, by Roger Priddy

Max’s Snowsuit, by Rosemary Wells  
Pat the Bunny, by Dorothy Kunhardt
Magazines for Babies and Young Toddlers

These two magazines are printed on stiff cardboard pages and are full of appealing photos, rhymes, illustrations, short stories, and fingerplays. 


Babybug


Wild Animal Baby

Not to Be Missed

These authors and publishers do a consistently great job of creating board books for babies.
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Choosing Great Books for Young Toddlers      

This booklist has been designed to help you learn more about choosing books for young toddlers aged 12-24 months, though almost all of these titles will still hold great appeal for both babies and young preschoolers.  Look at the books in each short section for examples of the types of books or of characteristics that appeal to this age group.   

Look for these features in books for toddlers 12-24 months: 

Silly, Silly, Silly

Young toddlers are learning so much about their world that they are starting to know when something isn’t quite right—and they think it’s hilarious. 


any board book by Sandra Boynton  

What’s On My Head? by Margaret Miller  
The Going to Bed Book, by Sandra Boynton  

Do Monkeys Tweet? by Melanie Walsh  
Mother Goose

Reading a few nursery rhymes every day builds great phonological awareness skills. For this age group, look for a book that consists of just one rhyme, or a collection that has one rhyme on each page.

1, 2, Buckle My Shoe, by Anna Grossnickle Hines  
The Neighborhood Mother Goose, by Nina Crews 


Tomie’s Little Mother Goose, by Tomie dePaola 

My Very First Mother Goose!  by Iona Opie

Everyday Situations

Books about ordinary routines, familiar toys, and favorite TV characters help children make their first genuine connections with literature and foster a love of books. 


Lola at the Library, by Anna McQuinn  

Baby Danced the Polka, by Karen Beaumont

Maisy Big, Maisy Small, by Lucy Cousins

Under My Hood I Have a Hat, by Karla Kuskin  

Te Amo, Bebe, Little One, by Lisa Wheeler  
Bright, Colorful Pages

Bold, simple pictures catch the eyes of small children whose ability to focus and pay attention is still developing.


Higher! Higher! by Leslie Patricelli

Toot Toot Beep Beep, by Emma Garcia

More, More, More, Said the Baby, by Vera B. Williams 


Shake Shake Shake, by Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Young Toddlers, con’t

Lift-the-Flap
With lots of fun parts to explore, these books are easy to sit still for. When children enjoy their experiences with books, they want more and more!

Peek-a-Baby, by Karen Katz

Dear Zoo, by Rod Campbell
Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill   

Whose Nose and Toes? by John Butler
Wordless Books

These books typically have lots to look at and identify on each page, with very few or no words. Letting young toddlers talk about the pictures at their own pace helps develop narrative skills.


Peep! by Kevin Luthardt


Rosie’s Walk, by Pat Hutchins 


Good Night, Gorilla, by Peggy Rathmann 
Have You Seen My Duckling? by Nancy Tafuri


Word Books

Simple word books with lots of white space provide successful opportunities for pointing and naming, 

Sam’s First Word Book, by Yves Got
First Picture Word Book, by Jo Litchfield and Caroline Young

Baby Day, by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace   
Magazines for Babies and Young Toddlers

These two magazines are printed on stiff cardboard pages and are full of appealing photos, rhymes, illustrations, short stories, and fingerplays.  

Babybug




Wild Animal Baby

Not to Be Missed

Here are a few old classics and new favorites for you to try with young toddlers.
Very Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle  
The Snowy Day, by Ezra Jack Keats  
Clip Clop, by Nicola Smee
Llama Llama Red Pajama, by Anna Dewdney
Choosing Great Books for 2s and 3s

This booklist has been designed to help you learn more about choosing books for young children aged 
2-3 years. Look at the books in each short section for examples of the types of books or of characteristics that appeal to this age group. However, many of these titles have broad appeal, so don’t hesitate to try them out with younger babies or older preschoolers.  
Look for these features in books for 2- and 3-year olds:

Board Books & Toddler Books
Not just for babies! These books are easy for toddlers to handle as they learn about the words on the page, the parts of a book, and turning pages. Toddler books are printed with cardstock pages, which help young readers transition from board books to “regular” picture books.  
Clap Hands, by Helen Oxenbury  
Goodbye, Hello! by Shen Roddie 

Boo Hoo Boo-Boo, by Marilyn Singer 
Bright, Simple Pictures

Bold, simple pictures catch the eyes of small children whose ability to focus and pay attention to detail is still developing.


Hickory Dickory Dock, by Keith Baker 


My Car, by Byron Barton

Hurry! Hurry! by Eve Bunting
Blue Goose, by Nancy Tafuri
ABC Books

Toddlers need simple alphabet books that aren’t too gimmicky. These books help with letter awareness and vocabulary.  


Alphabatics, by Suse MacDonald

Charley Harper ABC, by Charley Harper

Brian Wildsmith’s ABC, by Brian Wildsmith  
Wordless Books

Since these books have very few, if any, words, children can practice their narrative skills by making up their own stories to go with the pictures.


The Snowman, by Raymond Briggs  
Good Dog, Carl, by Alexandra Day  

The Knight and the Dragon, by Tomie DePaola  
The Wave, by Suzy Lee
2s and 3s, con’t

Rhyming Stories

Rhymes are an excellent way to foster good phonological awareness. Also look for stories with a rhythm or “beat” to them, even if they don’t rhyme.

Where’s My Teddy? by Jez Alborough  
 
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, by Bill Martin, Jr.  
Rattletrap Car, by Phyllis Root

Trashy Town, by Andrea Zimmerman  
Repetitive Stories

Children can memorize these stories and “read” them on their own. They are proud of themselves and feel good about reading.


Have You Seen My Cat? by Eric Carle  
Bark, George! by Jules Feiffer  


The Carrot Seed, by Ruth Krauss

Move Over, Rover! by Karen Beaumont  
Familiar Situations

Toddlers have a hard time telling fantasy from reality. Real-life stories help them learn about the world they know.


Goodnight, Moon, by Margaret Wise Brown 
Ella Sarah Gets Dressed, by Margaret Chodos-Irvine  
Monkey and Me, by Emily Gravett  

Who Will Tuck Me In Tonight? by Carol Roth  
Not to Be Missed

Here are a few old classics and new favorites for you to try with your toddler.
Freight Train, by Donald Crews  
Dinosaur Vs. Bedtime, by Bob Shea
Corderoy, by Don Freeman 
Harold and the Purple Crayon, by Crockett Johnson  
Sheep in a Jeep, by Nancy Shaw  
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems   
Choosing Great Books for 4s and 5s

This booklist has been designed to help you learn more about choosing books for preschoolers aged 4-5 years. Look at the books in each short section for examples of the types of books or of characteristics that appeal to this age group. Don’t hesitate, though, to try these titles with younger toddlers, especially if they are experienced listeners.  
Look for these features in books for preschoolers:

Beautiful Artwork

Preschoolers are ready for more visually sophisticated illustrations. Look for pictures in watercolor, pen and ink, collage, photographs, fabric, or colored pencil.

Little Red Hen, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney  
The Hello, Goodbye Window, by Norton Juster, illustrated by Chris Raschka  

My People, by Langston Hughes, illustrated by Charles R. Smith Jr.

Red Sings from Treetops, by Joyce Sidman, illustrated by Pamela Zagarenski
House in the Night, Susan Marie Swanson, illustrated by Beth Krommes
Rhyming Stories 

Rhymes are an excellent way to foster good phonological awareness. Preschoolers are ready for longer stories with more complex rhythms.
The Caboose Who Got Loose, by Bill Peet  
Bubble Trouble, by Margaret Mahy  
The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins, by Dr. Seuss 
The Juggling Pug, by Sean Bryan  
Bear Snores On, by Karma Wilson
Real-Life Situations 

Siblings, friends, school, travel—preschoolers are very busy! Read them books that reflect their new experiences and all the feelings that go along with.  


When Sophie Gets Angry—Really, Really Angry…, by Molly Bang  

Julius, the Baby of the World, by Kevin Henkes  
Bedtime for Frances, by Russell Hoban  
Yo, Jo! by Rachel Isadora  
I Am Too Absolutely Small for School, by Lauren Child  
More Words

Toddlers’ books often have one sentence per page. Books for preschoolers can have up to a paragraph on each page. Read a variety of titles to experiment to find the right length for your listeners.

Oscar’s Half Birthday, by Bob Graham 
Martha Speaks, by Susan Meddaugh  
Emma’s Rug, by Allen Say  
Big Bushy Mustache, by Gary Soto  
Brave Irene, by William Steig  
4s and 5s, con’t

Repetitive Text

Children can memorize these stories and “read” them on their own. As they listen to the same words over and over, they can start to recognize them on the page.

Mr. Gumpy’s Outing, by John Burningham  
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed, by Eileen Christelow  
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, by Michael Rosen  
Duck on a Bike, by David Shannon  
The Napping House, by Don and Audrey Wood  
Multicultural Stories

Preschoolers are ready to start exploring the world beyond their familiar day to day routines. Introduce them to stories and books about different people and places!
Daisy Comes Home, by Jan Brett 
What’s Cooking, Jamela? by Nikki Daly 
It Could Always Be Worse, by Margot Zemach 
Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book, by Yuyi Morales 

Not to Be Missed

Here are a few old classics and new favorites for you to try with preschoolers.
Madeline, by Ludwig Bemelmans  
Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel, by Virginia Lee Burton  
Olivia, by Ian Falconer  
Millions of Cats, by Wanda Gag  
Make Way for Ducklings, by Robert McCloskey  
I Stink! by Kate McMullan  
The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales, by John Scieska & Lane Smith  
Where the Wild Things Are, by Maurice Sendak 
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