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About Open Journal Systems 
Open Journal Systems, or OJS, is one of the 
many journal management systems available 

today. OJS is developed by Public 
Knowledge Project, a Canadian research 

program of faculty, librarians and graduate 
students in Canada and the United States. 
See the Public Knowledge Project’s Open 

Journal System web site for more 
information: http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs 

 

Open Journal Systems Pros/Cons 

Pros 

 Free 
 Open Source 
 Local installation 
 Customizable, but ready “out of box” 

Cons 

 “Indirect” costs in time, staff and technology 
 Support issues 
 Requires access to web server/tech savvy staff 
 Major changes require HTML, PHP and MySQL 

 

Examples of OJS in Action 
Undergraduate Research Journal at UCCS (URJ-UCCS)  
http://ojs.uccs.edu 
 

Collaborative Librarianship 
http://www.collaborativelibrarianship.org/  
 

Library Student Journal 
http://www.librarystudentjournal.org   
 

Idaho Librarian  
http://www.idaholibraries.org/idlibrarian/index.php  
 

 

Guide to help you start publishing resources 
David Solomon, Developing Open Access Journals: A Practical Guide (Oxford, England: Chandos Publishing, 2008).   
An abbreviated free version is available at: http://www.developing-oa-journals.org/Guide_to_developing_oa_journals.pdf  

Public Library of Science, “Publishing Open-Access Journals: A Brief Overview from the Public Library of Science.” 
http://www.plos.org/downloads/oa_whitepaper.pdf  

Sally Morris. Getting Started in Electronic Journal Publishing.5th ed. INSAP. 2005. 
http://www.inasp.info/file/4f27e4469395717484b2d9581e20016a/book-getting-started-in-electronic-publishing.html  

Lorna Shapiro, “Establishing and Publishing an Online Peer-reviewed Journal: Action Plan, Resourcing, and Costs.” 
Public Knowledge Project, 2005. http://pkp.sfu.ca/files/OJS_Project_Report_Shapiro.pdf  

Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), Journal Management Systems. 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/publisher/journal_management.shtml . 

Mark Cyzyk and Sayeed Choudhury, “A Survey and Evaluation of Open-Source Electronic Publishing Systems.” Johns 
Hopkins University and the Open Society Institute, April 2008. https://wiki.library.jhu.edu/display/epubs  

Open Access Directory. Simmons College. http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page  
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