
Ready? Set. Read!



Supporting New Readers

ÅBuild on foundation of early literacy services

ÅRespond to needs of parents of beginning  

readers

ÅEducate staff about the reading process



Why level books?

ÅChildren gain confidence when reading at an 

appropriate level

ÅChildrenôs reading levels and grade levels 

donôt always match

ÅEvery publisher has itôs own system for 

categorizing books with very little consistency



What is ñlevelingò books?

¸ A process to determine at which reading 

level a book would be categorized.

¸ Purpose is to make it easier when selecting 

an appropriate book for young readers which 

will support their reading development.



Where do you start?

¸ Identify books for beginning readers

¸ Talk to library staff ïshelvers, cataloging 

¸Need staff for determining levels and for 

physical labeling



ñLevelingò is not an exact science.



Things to consider

¸Length

¸Print

¸Layout

¸Punctuation

¸ Illustrations

¸Vocabulary

¸Words 



Different ways of leveling

¸Age Range

¸Grade Level Equivalents

¸Classroom/Guided Reading Levels  

¸Lexile Measuring System

¸Reading Recovery Levels

¸Basal Levels



¸When in doubt, make level higher.

¸Remember, the object is reading 

success. 



Reading Levels at PPLD

¸Level A: Pre-emergent

¸Level B: Emergent

¸Level C: Early Fluent

¸Level D: Fluent



Level A: Pre -emergent

¸ Simple, short stories 

¸ Heavy picture support

¸ Repetitive, predictable or rhyming text 

¸ Easy to memorize parts



Game Day by Cari Meister

Level A: Pre -emergent


